Name:______________________________


Operant Conditioning Guided Notes
Edward Thorndike (1874-1949)
· Introduced Law of Effect

· Behaviors with _____________________________ will occur more ____________________
· Behaviors with _____________________________ will occur ___________________
· Developed into Operant Conditioning
· Created puzzle boxes for research on cats
Operant Conditioning
· A type of learning in which the __________________________ depends on the ___________________ that follows that behavior

B.F. Skinner (1904-1990)
· Developed fundamental principles and techniques of operant conditioning

· Devised ways to ___________ these principles in the real world

· Designed Skinner Box

	Reinforcement
	Vs.
	Punishment

	Anything that ________________ the likelihood of the behavior to be repeated

[image: image1.jpg]NEGATIVE REINFORCEMENT

Behavior ends an undesirable
event or state.

Taking aspirin relieves headaches
and makes it more likely that
aspirin will be taken in the future.





	
	[image: image2.jpg]POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT

Behavior is followed by a desirable
event or state.

$10 for an A makes it more likely
a student will earn more As.



Anything that ________________the likelihood of the behavior to be repeated




[image: image3.jpg]TWO FORMS OF PUNISHMENT

Behavior is followed by an undesir- Behavior ends a desirable
able event. event or state.

A toddler burned by a hot stove A boy who loses his TV privileges
will be less likely to touch the for pulling his sister’s hair will be
stove again. less likely to pull her hair again.




Positive Reinforcement
· Anything that ___________________ the likelihood of a behavior by following it with a desirable event or state

· Subject receives something they want

· Will strengthen behavior

· Examples:
Negative Reinforcement
· Anything that ___________________ the likelihood of a behavior by following it with removal of an undesirable event or state

· Something the subject doesn’t like is removed

· Will strengthen the behavior

· Examples:
Positive Punishment

· Anything that ________________ the likelihood of behavior by following it with undesirable event
· Examples:
Negative Punishment

· Anything that _________________ the likelihood of behavior by following it with _______________ of desirable event or state
· Examples:
	Negative Effects of Punishment
	Positive Effects Punishments

	· Doesn’t prevent

· Can lead to

· Children who are taught punishment may learn to use
	· Punishment can effectively

· Especially useful if teaching a child not to do

· Most still suggest reinforcing 




